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A FORGOTTEN JOURNEY TO 
EXPOSE DEEP SOUTH RACISM 


SPORTS, C1 


THE SEASON CONTINUES: 
WHERE FALCONS GO NEXT 


NATION & WORLD, A4 


WHAT SPARKED DEADLY 
ATTACK ON COLO. DEPUTIES 


UGA AT THE ROSE BOWL 5 P.M. TODAY, ESPN, 750, 95.5 


5 things to know about Rose Bowl 


In Ist meeting, Georgia, 
Oklahoma play for spot 
in championship game. 


ByTimTucker 
ttucker@ajc.com 


‘Two wins from a national cham- 
pionship, the Georgia Bulldogs 
will try to keep their dream sea- 
son alive today against Oklahoma 
in the Rose Bowl. Here are five 
things to know about one of the 


biggest games in UGA football 
history. 


1. When, where, TV 
Kickoff of the 104th Rose Bowl 
is scheduled for 5:10 p.m. today 
before a sold-out crowd of about 
90,000 in Pasadena, Calif. The 
game will be televised on ESPN. 


2. The stakes 

The Rose Bowl serves as one 
of the two College Football Play- 
off semifinals games this sea- 


son. The Georgia-Oklahoma win- 
ner will advance to the national 
championship game Jan. 8 at Mer- 
les-Benz Stadium, where it will 
face the winner of the other semi- 
final (Clemson vs. Alabama in the 
Sugar Bowl, 8:45 p.m. Monday 
in New Orleans, also on ESPN). 
Georgia last won the national 
championship in the 1980 sea- 
son, Oklahoma in 2000. 


UGAcontinued on A5 


Georgia defensive back J.R. 
Reed and defensive coordinator 
Mel Tucker on media day 

last week at the Rose Bowl 

in Pasadena. CURTIS COMPTON/ 
CCOMPTON@AJC.COM 


ALSOINSIDE 

» Two Georgians who will be part 
of the Rose Parade, A6 

» The attitude Kirby Smart 
brought to Georgia, C1 

» Mark Bradley: A magical sea- 
son for Dogs will continue, C4 

» Comparing the mascots and 
cities: How do they stack up? D1 
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Visit our website for updates 
and photos from today’s game. 


NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION 


Revelers celebrate early today as 2018 arrives with the Peach Drop at Woodruff Park. Thousands of 


people braved freezing temperatures for the event. sRanDEN 
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City’s Peach Drop rings in 
the new year at new home 


Annual event moves 
to Woodruff Park for a 
chilly celebration. 


By Alan Judd 
ajudd@aje.com 


Atlanta has welcomed the new 
year just as it did the previous 28 
years, counting down to midnight 
for the descent of a giant peach. 
But Peach Drop 2018 came with 
one significant difference: anew 
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Visit our website for more 
photos from the Peach Drop. 


location for the city’s largest New 
Year’s Eve party. 

On the cold final night of 2017, 
thousands gathered Sunday in 
downtown’s Woodruff Park to 
watch the 800-pound peach 
slowly drop from the historic 
Flatiron Building. The 120-year- 


old Flatiron, standing 11 stories 
tall, is Atlanta’s oldest skyscraper. 

Officials moved the festivities 
from Underground Atlanta — not 
quite 1,200 feet to the south — 
after the city sold that shop- 
ping and entertainment venue 
to a developer last spring. South 
Carolina-based WRS Real Estate 
Investments paid $34.6 million 
for Underground, with plans for 
a $300 million mixed-use devel- 
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PRISON HOSPITAL 


Prison 


official 


loses job over 
secret taping 


Health services chief 
retires after he’s found 
taping conversations. 


By Danny Robbins 
danny.robbins@ajc.com 


The top administrator at the 
state’s troubled prison hospital 
has been forced out of his job after 
being caught secretly recording 
conversations with other correc- 
tions officials on his state-issued 
cellphone, documents obtained 
by The Atlanta Journal-Constitu- 
tion show. 

Randy Brown, the health ser- 
vices administrator at Augusta 
State Medical Prison since 2004, 
abruptly retired Dec. 8 after his 
supervisors at Georgia Correc- 
tional HealthCare discovered 
the recordings and gave him the 
choice of resigning or being ter- 
minated, the documents show. 

Brown’s ouster marks the sec- 
ond major departure of a leader 
at the state’s flagship prison med- 
ical facility since a series of sto- 
ries in the AJC last year revealed 
unsafe and unsanitary condi- 
tions there. In November, the 
prison’s warden, Scott Wilkes, 
was reassigned after 18 months 
in his position. 

As the senior manager for the 


Augusta State Medical Prison 
administrator Randy Brown is 
shown with Dr. Billy Nichols in 
this Department of Corrections 
2010 photo. 


Scott Wilkes was removed 
as warden of Augusta State 
Medical Prisonin November 
2017. 


55-bed hospital in Grovetown, 
commonly knownas ASMP, Brown 
played a key role with Georgia 
Correctional HealthCare, the 
branch of Augusta University 
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AT THE GOLD DOME 


How election-year politics could shape legislative session 


ByGregBluestein 
gbluestein@aje.com 


Every Georgia legislative session 
isinfluenced by political machina- 


tions and maneuvering. But not 
every session features a bumper 
crop of open statewide races and 
a slew of newly competitive leg- 
islative seats up for grabs in an 


OYSTER PERPETUAL 


YACHT-MASTER 40 


uncertain, combustible political 
environment. 

Which is to say: Get ready. The 
session that starts Jan. 8 could be 
a bumpy one. 


For a glimpse at the potential 
political pitfalls and tangle of alli- 
ances of the 40-day session, look 
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